
MUSIC THEORY ESSENTIALS

The Staff
The framework used to place and read musical notes.

LmnoP Music Company  |  Inspiring you to inspire others. The Staff  |  1 page

A staff is a set of five horizontal lines and four spaces. Notes placed higher on the staff generally sound higher; notes
placed lower generally sound lower.

Five lines and four spaces

Line 1
Line 2
Line 3
Line 4
Line 5

Space 1
Space 2
Space 3
Space 4

Lines and spaces are counted from the bottom upward.

Other parts of written music
Bar line: a vertical line that divides music into measures.
Measure: the space between two bar lines.
Ledger lines: short extra lines for notes above or below the
staff.
System: two or more staves read together.

See the parts

MEASUREledger line

Quick check
1. How many lines are on a staff? ______    2. How many spaces? ______    3. From which direction do we count the lines and spaces?
____________________
4. Draw one note above the staff using a ledger line: _______________________________________________



